Introduction
Recent work on language and sexuality has called for a greater focus upon examining how sexualities are enacted in situated and localised contexts of interaction (Bucholtz and Hall, 2004; Leap and Boellstorff, 2004) . In attempting to answer these calls, this book looks at how sexualities are grounded in particular sociocultural contexts, and examines some aspects of the interplay between sexuality and cultural knowledge and experience. Rather than approaching the subject from a sociological or psychoanalytic point of view, as previous research has done, this collection, instead, looks at language first and tries to investigate how sexuality is represented in different cultures by examining how different people speak and write about sexuality. The chapters address a number of issues concerning the relationships between language, culture and sexuality. These include: how people use various linguistic features (e.g. lexis, metaphor, conversational features) to construct their sexual identities and relationships, and how this varies from culture to culture; how people express love and desire through language; what people's linguistic behaviour reveals about different conceptualisations of love, desire and sexuality within different cultural settings; how membership of specific social groups, based on sexuality and lifestyle choices, may be signalled through language; and how social and political discourses of love, desire and sexuality may be identified and constructed through language.
The chapters all contain new and original data collected from a variety of cultural settings and historical, social and political contexts. Data are interpreted through a careful consideration of the cultural context in which they were produced and received. The chapters consider a range of sexual identities and forms of desire and their analysis is predominantly grounded in applied linguistic approaches. Although much existing work provides valuable insight into various aspects of language and sexuality, it is hoped that this collection will enhance our understanding and offer some new ways of exploring the topic. We believe the originality of this book lies firstly in its explicit and critical examination of cross-cultural perspectives on language and sexuality. Secondly, we aim to present empirical data which lend themselves to exploring a range of different sexualities. We do not, for example, focus exclusively on heterosexuality or homosexuality. Finally, this collection provides analyses of language and sexuality using primarily linguistic theoretical and applied frameworks, rather than situating itself centrally within queer or feminist theory, although clearly relevant aspects of these theories will be drawn upon. Overall, it is hoped that through its close analysis of original situated data this book will provide not only a range of empirical evidence to illustrate aspects of the relationship between language, culture and sexuality, but also a contribution to current theoretical debates in the area of language, desire and sexual identity.
The main purpose of this introduction is to present a brief and selective overview of some current trends and theories in relation to language, culture and sexuality and, in doing so, we aim to contextualise the chapters presented throughout the rest of the collection.
Language and sexuality
Research which examines the relationship between language and sexuality has been in existence for more than 50 years, although most work has centred upon homosexuality. Early work focused primarily upon the expression of sexuality through specific lexical items (e.g. Legman, 1941; Cory, 1951; Rodgers, 1972) . From the 1980s, there was a shift from looking at the ways in which sexuality is reflected in language towards an examination of how sexualities are discursively constructed through language (e.g. Hall and Bucholtz, 1995; Leap, 1995 Leap, , 1996 . More recently, language and sexuality research has been informed by aspects of queer theory and feminist theory (e.g. Livia and Hall, 1997) . Bucholtz and Hall (2004) note how these theories have provided useful approaches for studying power relations surrounding sexuality and gender respectively. We argue that power is an integral part of culture and culture, itself, is organised around power relations. These organising principles are often encoded in the linguistic practices of that culture's speakers.
